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Synopsis

Stone Barrington is back. Stuart Woods has created no better known or loved character than the
ex-cop, Manhattan attorney, and investigator whose work treads the thin line between the
respectable practice of law and the dark side of humanity. In Dead in the Water, Stone has hardly
arrived in St. Marks, a lovely Caribbean island nation, on a sailing vacation when something very
strange happens: A beautiful young woman sails into the harbor, entirely alone on a large yacht.
Before long she is under the intense scrutiny of the local authorities, in the very considerable person
of Sir Winston Sutherland, the minister of justice. The problem is, though she arrived alone, she had
departed the other side of the Atlantic in the company of her husband, a well-known writer, who is
no longer in evidence. Evidence is what fascinates Stone Barrington, and he is all that stands
between the apparently innocent Allison Manning and the patently evil intent of Sir Winston, whose
motives are unclear. What is clear is that the St. Marks system of justice bears little resemblance to
the American courts to which Stone is accustomed and that his smallest error could prove fatal to
his client. Dead in the Water is a roller-coaster ride, teeming with the plot twists that have made the

novels of Stuart Woods New York Times best sellers and international hits.
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Customer Reviews

| decided, after | retired, I'd go back and reread the authors | have enjoyed through the years. "New
York Dead" got Stone Barrington off to a good start, it was nice to go back and remember his roots.
"Dirt" was a bit of disappointment, but a good, not great, read. "Dead in the Water" was the book

that left me thirsty for more, and rereading was a joy. It is fun to see technology develop through the



years, and how Woods embraces it over the years.... And as the book ends, he will use some of the
ill gotten gains to buy his first airplane. We now are getting to know the characters we are going to
be following for the next 20, and we hope, many more years.If you haven’t read it read it, if you have

and it is as long ago as | read it, read it again.

These are light mysteries - easy reading when you are at the pool or on the beach. Nothing too
complicated. The lead characters, Stone Barrington (& his friends - Dino, etc) are likable characters
with good personalities. They lead good fiction character lives, of course. With money, women,
opportunities, etc. just falling into their laps on a regular basis. :) | would say that the leading man,
Stone, who is supposed to be very smart, seems to have no qualms about jumping into bed with all
manner of strange women at the drop off a hat. Even if he is dating someone else. His motto
appears to be "love the one you're with" & love is not really the word. Ahem. You would think his
days being a detective would make him a bit more cautious before inviting strangers into his life and
his home but when it comes to beautiful women his brain seems to head south. Of course, then we
wouldn’t have half the story lines for these books. Still, they are fun reading and | hope Mr. Woods,
who has visited my island of Sanibel several times, will continue to keep this series and characters

alive. | am addicted to them now.

I’'m just now starting to read Stuart Woods after a zillion years of people telling me to try him out.
Even though a lot of these earlier books are pre-technology (no cell phones, no laptops, etc), they
are just as exciting as newer books - maybe even more so because there’s no relying on tech to

solve a case. This book was exciting, lots of eccentric characters, and a great ending.

This was the first Stuart Woods book | read, | have since read all of them. Loved all of them,
especially the Stone Barrington series. They are a little simple and sometimes | question what is
happening, but the are totally engaging. The start quick and don’t spend a lot of time with a lot of

descriptions. The story really takes off and | can never put the book down. Love them.

The only reason | couldn’t give this book a five star rating is the length of the story. | was ready for it
to end and it kept going a little to long. However, | read it in two sittings and fell in love with Stone
Barrington and his partner. | am reading the third book in the Barrington series and am enjoying it as
much as the first. If you enjoy getting completely wrapped up in a book and find yourself buying the

next three before your finished with the first, this is the series for you. I'm so happy a friend of mine



brought these books to my attention as they are older and aren’t overly expensive.

| loved this book! it is so full of twists and turns. The ending is amazing. | usually know where an
author is taking a story, but this one took me by surprise and | couldn’t be more happy with it. Can’t

wait to read for of this series.

Another one of my favorite Stone Barrington books, couldn’t put it down. Great writing, and this story
continues on a bit two books later in the series. | saved the book for my husband who has sailed in
the Caribbean, and even though he’s not a big reader he was willing to try it, and | got a kick out of
seeing him totally absorbed into it too and read it every evening for hours until he was done. The
end is a good surprise you wouldn’t have guessed and keeps you breathless the last couple of

chapters.

| have read four or five (I can’t remember the exact number) of Woods’ more recent books and they
all pretty much average between two and three stars. | decided to take a chance of this older book.
With the exception of seemingly ridiculous and numerous coincidences--that Woods loves to put in
his books--this book kept me up at night as to see what was going to happen next. What kept this
book from being a five star book was the aforementioned coincidences. Everyone seems to know
everyone in this story. For instance (possible spoiler here) when a random reporter comes to the
island to report on the situation, she coincidentally has heard of Stone Barrington (a regular
cop/lawyer) from what was said about him in the press a few years earlier. Not only does she
remember hearing about him in the papers, but she remembers every detail of his life. These types
of coincidences happen frequently in this book, and this one in particular does nothing to further the
plot. Anyway, with that aside, this is a good book. A lot better than many of his that I've read.l was
also delighted to see that nothing happened at Elaine’s and that Dino only showed up in the last few

pages. | hate Elaine’s and Dino.
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